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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
Dear Leaders and Friends, 
 Rejoice! The Lord has poured out his blessings on the reborn Campaigners, (England and Wales). 
 
  The Charity Commissioners have approved our application for charity status. We are now a registered 
charity and our Registration No. is 1124155. Our thanks go to Laurence Witchalls for the tremendous amount of 
work he has done to achieve this. 
 We have also received a very large legacy from the estate of Vera Hookway. She was a chief at St 
Stephens, Tonbridge, and later became their Lifeline Secretary. This bequest will make it possible to plan for the 
future Development of the Movement, and to employ someone to work at HQ on a part-time basis. 
The April meeting of the Executive Council received reports from the Training, Programmes and Camps       sub
-committees. Training and Camps committees will become standing committees. 
 Applications for Camp have been positive, and both will take place between 26th July and 2nd August. A 
full report will be in the Autumn edition of the Newsletter. 
 Programmes for Cross Trax were identified as a priority for the Programmes committee, and we will be 
seeking help to review the Proficiency Badge Book. Problems also exist in updating the master discs for the new 
schemes. 
 To address their very wide remit, the training committee do need information from the Centres in order to 
identify specific Campaigner training needs. A questionnaire will be sent to all Centres before the end of 2008. 
The Board of trustees met on June 9th to discuss financial matters, and the future of the Movement. It was     
decided that Campaigners England and Wales will take out Public liability, and Employers’ liability insurance. 
( more details on this later).  
Please pray for all those working for the Movement.    Yours, Unto Him, Graham F. Payne 

“Ask and it shall be given you, seek and you will find, knock 
and the door will be opened for you.” Matthew ch. 7 v. 7 
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I joined Campaigners at St. John’s Church, Parkstone in October 1938 at the age of 13 
being persuaded to join by a school friend, who not only introduced me to Campaigners 
but also to Bible Class and Church. Prior to that I had no church connection. At camp on 
the Isle of Wight in 1939 I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my own personal Saviour. I 
attended two Craftsmen camps during the war, one at Abbotts Hill in 1942 and the other 
at Harpenden in 1943, both had a positive influence on my Christian life. One other 
memorable occasion while I was in the ranks, was the national parade to St. Paul’s     
Cathedral in 1943. Right from my early days in Campaigners I was involved both locally 
and nationally and this continued right to the end.  I became a Chief in 1945. 
 
I met Margaret in 1949 when she moved from Hastings to Parkstone and we married at 
St. John’s in July 1950. She became a Chief, finally becoming Regional Chief, and we 
have always worked together in the Movement. 
 
When I was 8, I had lessons to learn to play the piano, but I did not appreciated having to stay in to practise while 
my friends were off playing football! My parents realised this and I stopped having lessons at the age of 10. I could 
still play a bit and when we had nobody to play in Bible Class somebody volunteered me. I stumbled through the 
CSSM choruses but that gave me an incentive to practise more. 
It has been an asset in my ministry among young people especially in the late1950’s when I led a Bible Class 

(mainly Campaigners) of 40+ 12-15 years old who loved singing. I still play at some of 
our church services. 
 
Over the years I had various roles as a Chief, as a Clan Chief, District, Area, Regional 
and finally H.Q. Chief as a member of the H.Q. councils 
Camps have always played an important part in my life and for many years I went to 
the Boy Inter/Craftsmen Camps on the Isle of Wight, latterly as C.O.  Some of the 
most memorable camps were the Regional Camps at Radipole Manor, Weymouth. The 
manor was owned by one of our Chiefs, the late Kate Hayes. The camps had a unique 
family atmosphere because they were held in a home and the Lord really blessed us 
there. My last three camps were at New Milton and Steyning.   
 
One of my most challenging times was when I had the oversight of camps, training, 
development, bands and drill. To get a consensus of opinion and to draw on the       
expertise throughout the Movement I formed a committee for each section consisting 
of a representative from each Region. In so doing I met Chiefs from every part of the 
U.K.  One of the main achievements during this period was the introduction of a     
national training scheme. 
 
For many years I served as chairman of the Camps Committee and when I retired in 
1987 I became Camp Administrator, a job I did for seven years. 
 
The greatest blessings I have received are firstly, the joy of seeing young people    
coming to the Lord and growing in their faith, and secondly, the friendship and        
fellowship I have enjoyed with other Chiefs and Clansmen both locally, regionally and 

all over the U.K.  Nearly all the things I have written about are those that bring back memories of these blessings. 
Over the years, it has been a real privilege and blessing to serve the Lord in Campaigners.   Austin 
 
(I would be delighted if any Chief would like to renew our fellowship by e-mailing me at                                     
austin.hardy@ntlworld.com) 
 
 
 

At the Campaigner’s 75th 
birthday  celebrations 
Austin presented a Bible 
to Jamie Wood, the  
youngest Eagle present, 
to  symbolise the vital  
importance of handing on 
the Word of God to the 
next generation. 

Austin Hardy has recently retired from Campaigners after nearly 70 years of service in the Movement. Many will         
remember him for his strong leadership of the Southern Region, as an HQ chief, as a camp CO, and for his special gift of 
playing the piano. He has kindly written the following article in response to my request.  Editor 

Austin Hardy 



From the Editor  
Many things have happened since the Spring Newsletter. Campaigners England and Wales has received official       
charitable status. This has been achieved through the hard work of Graham Payne and Laurence Witchalls, with the other 
Trustees. Other EW Council committees have been busy, the Training team ran a course at St Andrews, Collumpton, and 
final arrangements are being put in place for our camps. 
 
The voluntary liquidation process of the original charitable company is almost complete, the Campaigner Ministries’ 
bank account has been closed, and CM standing order donations are being returned to donors.  
 
I have received the records and archives of ‘The Campaigners’, and they are safely stored in my cellar. One of the most 
interesting items I have discovered is a log book of Maida Walker’s clan, St Mary’s Broadwater. The log starts in 1938, 
and continues until 1972. It is illustrated throughout with photos, press cuttings, and beautiful hand painted illuminated 
lettering. Maida Walker’s legacy enabled Campaigners to purchase the HQ at St Albans. 
I have still to sort out hundreds of photographs starting with 1920’s glass magic lantern slides to the present day. 
 
Finally, the Lord has set his seal on our renewed Movement through a very generous legacy from Vera Hookway. He 
promised blessings ‘more than we could ask or think’, and we can only thank Him for His goodness to us. Pat Kingston 

 
 

 
Laches Wood Camp 

26th July—2nd August 2008 
C.O: Colin & Tracy Guy 

Dartmoor Camp  
26th July—2nd August 2008 

C.O: Steve Davies 

NOTICE BOARD  

The congregation enjoyed watching the 
Cross Trax group and leaders from  
St Paul’s Church, Slough when they 
danced in church to the song ‘Shackles’. 

STANDING ORDERS 
A family member has had a letter from her Bank returning her  
standing order payment to Campaigner Ministries.  The CM bank 
account is now closed, and can no longer accept donations. 
Thank you to those of you who have kindly supported the Lord’s 
work through  Campaigners for many years. If you feel you can  
continue to do so, please phone or write to the Headquarters in    
Birmingham, and you will receive a standing order form for           
Campaigners England and Wales.     

Preparations for both camps 
are well under way. Please 
pray for all leaders and young 
people who   will attend them. 

NEWS FROM THE CENTRESNEWS FROM THE CENTRESNEWS FROM THE CENTRESNEWS FROM THE CENTRES    Lessons from Noah’s Ark 
1. Don’t miss the boat. 
2. Remember we are all in the same boat. 
3. Plan ahead.  It wasn’t raining when Noah 

built the Ark. 
4. Stay fit. When you are 600 years old   

someone might ask you to do something 
really big. 

5. Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job.  
6. Build your future on the high ground. 
7. For safety’s sake, travel in pairs. 
8. When you’re stressed. Float a while. 
9. Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by 

professionals. 
10. No matter the storm, when you are with God, there is always 

a rainbow waiting.     Heartland 



****Summer Holiday**** 
The Birmingham Headquarters will be closed from July 26th until September 1st. The answer phone with 
an alternative number will be available for problems and urgent queries. 

Letter to Lifeliners and Friends of Campaigners 
Dear Lifeliners and other Friends,  
In the letter to Galatians, Paul is very concerned about the Jewish Christians attitude to the Greek and 
Gentile converts. Christianity started with the Jews and at that time they were still practising Mosaic 
Laws, even though they believed Jesus was the Messiah. Many expected the new Gentile Christians to 
keep the old laws of circumcision, food regulations, the Sabbath, and celebrations of the major Jewish 
festivals. Paul strongly opposed this. 
 Many Jewish Christians still adhere to the Jewish culture and traditions, but they are saved by 
belief in Jesus Christ by his death and resurrection. I have some great Christian friends whose heritage 
is Hindu. They too follow their Hindu culture, but the matriarch ensures that all the extended family 
have Christian teaching, and I have been grateful for their support of Campaigners over many years. 

 Christianity is a ‘multi-cultural’ Faith. (Matthew 28 vv19& 20). 
 
When we look back at the past years of the Campaigner Movement—the big Thanksgiving parades, 
Competitions, strict standards for uniform, and Awards etc—we can learn much from these              
experiences. They will always be part of our culture. The needs of young people are the same, perhaps 
with even greater urgency today, but the methods we use must take account of the advances in        
technology, changes in social structures, and education. 
 Remembering the aims of our Movement, we now have a much more structured programme of 
Bible Teaching, and it occupies more time in the evening. The reason being that when young people 
come to Campaigners, few even possess a Bible. Many, for various reasons do not attend church on 
Sunday, and there is often very little Bible teaching in the schools. We continue to cater for the ‘whole 
child’, morally, mentally, physically, and of course, spiritually. 

Thank you for the power of memory. 
Thank you for your goodness in the past. 

Thank you for your continuing work in us. 

What is the future of the Church? 
 I recently heard an excellent speaker by the name of Canon Dr. Christina Baxter. Among other 
titles she is Principal of St John’s Theological College in Nottingham. She was addressing a Church of 
England audience, but most of what she said could be applied to all Churches. She spoke on important 
subjects including Finance, Women Bishops, Homosexuality, and “same sex marriage” etc. However, 
the two subjects which interested me were the work with the elderly, and the work with the young. 
 As she looked at the audience, she remarked that the average age must be about 60, including 
herself. The Government is looking for solutions to the problems of an ageing population. With their 
aid she felt that the Churches could play a major part in health care programmes, and in housing for the 
elderly, as there was expertise and gifted care qualities among church congregations. 
 With regard to the work for the young, very few churches catered for them. This was partly     
because of lack of leaders, and partly because they require a great deal of commitment. She talked of 
youth Churches, but realistically mixed age congregations were of greater benefit to the young. 
 I thought what an important contribution Campaigners make in this situation, where committed 
Christian leaders take care of the whole child.  Yours, ‘Unto Him’,  Sheila Payne   

For your Prayers:  
Thanks         Needs 
1. We are now a registered charity.    1. Safety and blessings at Camps. 
2. Work of the board of Trustees.    2. Review of the work in the Centres. 
3.  For two camps this year.     3. Review and plans for Development. 


